PREFACE

pieces. It was the writing of these revaluations of Dreiser, Heming-
way, Mark Twain, Dostoievsky, Ring Lardner, and James Joyce that
led me to the decision to issue this book. Mr. Van Gelder also
offered me valuable editorial suggestions for my piece on Ring
Lardner; these are now embodied in that essay. And to my wife,
Hortense Alden, who read and reread all these essays, who helped
me to edit them, discussed them with me, and offered innumerable
suggestions concerning style and contents, my obligations are incal-
culable. To all these friends I express my gratitude; at the same time
it is necessary to add that none of these friends is responsible for
what I have said. That responsibility is my own.

A final word. I publish some of these papers and essays fully
aware that they might well be expanded into longer articles. In
the group of essays listed in the Table of Contents as "Revaluations"
this is especially the case. Here I attempted to set down impressions
of books I had read, liked, and been influenced by after I had re-
read them years later. These essays are studies of specific books,
but not of the full work of the writers I discuss. It is unlikely that
I shall ever get the time to write long and detailed studies of many
writers, and because of this I deem it best to publish those studies
I have already made. There are fairly severe limits of time for
criticism in the life of a busy novelist, and these papers were written1
within those limits. The major portion of my working time for
many years has been devoted to fiction, and these non-fictional
pieces are, in the main, offshoots of this activity.

If, with them, I can contribute toward the clear and sharp posing
of questions and the stimulation of discussion, polemics, and an
earnest desire for clearer perspectives, I shall feel decidedly gratified
and amply repaid for my effort. In such a spirit, then, let me present
this collection.

JAMES T.  FARRELL.

New York City.
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